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   There is a great amount of works on the sino-russian relations (incluing non-
political ties), but the image of Taiwan in Russia has never been considered in 
a separate study, although this issue was raised in several small studies 
devoted to more general issues. This thesis is trying to interpret the image of 
Taiwan in the framework of the dramatic social and political changes emerged 
in Russia during the twentieth and early twenty-first century - time of  “the 
Taiwan miracle”, which deeply inspired Russian peoples. However, Russian 
people have a little knowledge about Taiwan, it still remains unknown and 
mystified by Russian people and very rare appears in the news without 
connection to the mainland China.  
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In this thesis Taiwan refers as the part of the Peoples Republic of China, and 
China refers to mainland China. Nevertheless, due to historically special status 
of Taiwan it seems appropriate to consider its image in Russia and the USSR 
apart from the image of China. This way for decades had a significant impact 
on the foreign policy of the USSR, primarily in Soviet policy toward China 
and the United States. In the Soviet Union, especially in the years of 
friendship between Moscow and Beijing, propaganda often showed Taiwan as 
allegedly suffering under the authority of "corrupt" and "pro-imperialist" 
Kuomintang . In the last years of the Soviet Union existence and after its 
collapse, Taiwan (often in the range of socalled "Asian tigers") became cited 
as an example of effective economic and even political reform, successful 
transition from the dominance of the state in the economy and politics of an 
authoritarian regime to the market economy and democracy. 
 
1.1 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
 
During the course of this dissertation  several research questions are to be 
answered include the following: 
1.When have Russia heard about Taiwan for the first time? 
2.How did the image of Taiwan change with time? 
3.Do russian people see Taiwan as the part of China? 
4.Russian-Taiwanese relations are of economic or political nature? 
5.What is Russian official position about Taiwan? Did it change at the time of 
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6.How Russian media see Taiwan? 
7.Could Russia learn something from Taiwan experience? 
 
1.2 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND LIMITATIONS 
 
In order to achieve the above-mentioned goals, I need an empirical design that 
would allow me to ensure reliability and crediability of this study, so I decided 
that the data be obtained by a multiple resources, including online source 
material, magazines and newspapers and even children books. 
Present thesis has certain limitations that need to be considered when 
evaluating the study and its contributions.  
Since the research is about the image of Taiwan in Russia , i mainly use the 
russian language data (including works of chinese researchers, translated to 
russian language) gathered during my vacation in Russia. It appeared, that 
some publications were difficult to find, such as government documents or 
soviet newspapers, they were not allowed to copy, but to read only in 
corresponding research institutes . Still I succed to find requisite information 
for my research, though considering the data’s content and the time of 
publication, and to make the research more objective and reliable, I had to 
define the thesis time framework as the twentieth and early twenty-first 
century. 
 
1.3. MAIN ARGUMENTS 
 
The image of Taiwan in Russia has been changing following the changes in 
the geopolitical situation. But these changes were not performed automatically. 
The evolution of ideas always includes a strong element of continuity. New 
ideas don't come from nowhere; they fall on fertile ground of already existing 
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modification of old ones. Good development model representations – the old 
Russian chronicle, in which every previous chronicle was made by another 
new compiler, who added new approaches and interpretations, and made 
changes in the previous sections according to the new available information 
and understanding of the events. Similarly, new systems of images and 
political cultures include the old ones, and thus the past continues to live in 
them. This does not mean that new systems do not contain anything different 
from the old ones. First, they include ideas about new events and phenomena 
that were previously unavailable for interpretation. This new information is 
interpreted in accordance with the old system of views, but still adds new 
elements. Secondly, the old ideas are reinterpreted within the new system. 
During this process, some old ideas changing, others are discarded because 
they are no longer considered important, and others are added. The difference 
is that changes in the systems of views of individuals and cultures occur 
continuously and currently at this time can be reconstructed only as an 
analytical model. 
 
The analysis of the evolution of views allows to speak about three main 
models of reinterpretation: the mirror denial (new view is diametrically 
opposed to the old), a return to the older view and adoption of views from 
an external source (for example, from a foreign culture). Typically, these 
methods reflect the subjective perception, but in reality neither pure 
negation, nor return to the old, nor borrowing do not exist, there is only the 
interaction of the new elements with the existing culture, leading to the 
update of the multi-component cultural systems. This evolution of the 
perception systems is constant, but in the times of radical social changes and 




















The thesis is divided into 5 chapters (not including Introduction and 
Conclusion). Chapter II gives a brieth overview of the Russian approach to 
China during in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century: the way 
from ignorance and suspicion to the cooperation. 
Chapter III features the difficulties of study of the Taiwan image during the 
late and post Soviet period , as well as the coverage of Taiwan in russian 
mass-media. 
Chapter IV covers the unsufficiently considered steps of Russian authorities 
and business circles to establish semi-official relations between Russia and 
Taiwan. 
Chapter V describes Taiwan as political and economic reforms model 
Chapter VI highlights two trends in the Russian approaches to the current 




































 THE IMAGE OF CHINA IN RUSSIA AND RUSSIA’S FOREIGN POLICY IN 




  Before discuss the image of Taiwan , it would be very appropriate to briefly 
look through what is the image of the Great China in Russia. 
  The image of China, having emerged as a result of fundamental changes in 
the 1990s both in China and in Russia, had an influence on the official 
approach of Moscow to Beijing. Moreover, the influence of views of society 
and elite on the official policy (including policy towards China ) in the 1990s 
was much stronger than in the Soviet period, because new political system of 
Russia was characterized by a significantly higher level of participation of 
civil society and political groups in the political process. 
Immediately after the Soviet collapse, Russian diplomacy was interested 
mainly in relations with the West and, yearning to enter into a "common 
European house", at first ignored Eastern policy. The representatives of 
Ministry of Foreign Relations, of course, never said that the Chinese direction 
is not particularly important, but they constantly stressed the priority of the 
West and their desire to make Russia an equal member of the Western 
community. In August 1991, following a meeting in Moscow on the occasion 
of the victory over the coup, the Minister of foreign Affairs of Russia A. C. 
Kozyrev announced a new official position: for democratic Russia USA and 
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natural enemies of totalitarian USSR1.Practical policy due to these views, the 
Russian Minister defined as "a course from careful to open friendly 
partnership , and allied relations with the civilized world and its structures, 
including NATO, the UN and other organizations in  the long term"2. Other 
Russian leaders, including Prime Minister E.T. Gaidar, did not hide their view 
of China as a dangerous and useless neighbor. The new Russian government 
members knew little about China , many of them underestimated the level of 
development of this country. For example, the Chairman of the Committee on 
international relations P. O. Aven during his visit to China in 1992, plained to 
supply China with Russian consumer electronics, which due to its poor quality 
couldn't been sold even in Russia3. 
 
Soon, however, the Russian leadership had to shift priorities. In 27 January 
1994 on the Chinese Association of public diplomacy A. C. Kozyrev claimed: 
"the Implementation of Russia's interests not through confrontation , but due 
to cooperation with the outside world has helped us in many ways to 
rediscover a number of Asian countries. This applies to China - our great 
Eastern neighbor. After agonized indecisions from effusive ideological 
friendship to blind and reckless hostility, two "mainland" civilizations - Russia 
and China - has firmly embarked on the path of good neighborliness and 
cooperation. We recognise the strategic nature of the good neighborly 
relations with China in the formation of Russian foreign policy"4. 
This "discovery" was made by the Russian leadership under consistent 
pressure from different political forces , which strongly criticized  the Chinese 
policy of Moscow, as well as the foreign policy in general. Significant interest                                                         1 А.V. Kozirev Transformation (Мoscow: International relations, 1995), 211 2 “New Russia in the new world: scientific-practical conference of the Russian foreign Ministry” 
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in relations with China was expressed by the representatives of the Russian 
military industry, which suffered greatly from the economic policy of the 
Russian government, headed by E. T. Gaidar. Reducing the military budget, 
the Russian government has not been able to pay the military orders that 
threatened to hundreds of thousands of workers employed in the military-
industrial industry being left without livelihood . Export have become the only 
reliable source of financing the Russian military-industrial complex, and 
China showed great interest in purchasing Russian weapons. According to 
experts, in 1992, "China has become one of the main objects for the campaign 
of promotion of Russian weapons to new and "non-traditional" foreign 
markets5. The influence of the military-industrial lobby that was interested in 
close relations with China increased along with understaing by the country's 
leadership that arms sale to China could really play an important role in the 
completion of the budget and the solution of social problems. It is not 
accidental: as reported A. I. Kotelkin, the head of the main Russian arms 
exporter “Rosvooruzheniye” : income from arms exports financed more than 
50 % of Russian military production S. A significant portion of these revenues 
came from arms sale to China6. 
 
The growing role of the military-industrial complex can be clearly seen by the 
fact that its representatives were participated in each Russian government after 
the resignation of E. T. Gaidar. Another important evidence of the influence of 
the military-industrial complex in the Russian policy towards China was the 
appointment of one of the well-known active promoters of the experience of 
Chinese economic reforms A. I. Volsky to the post of Chairman of the 
Russian part of the Russian-Chinese Committee of peace, friendship and                                                         5P. Е. Felgenauer . Weapons for China and Russia's national security Russia in the world arms 
trade: strategy, politics, economy (Moscow: Moscow Karnegy’s center, 1996), 128 6 Alexander Sergounin and Sergey Subbotin . Sino-Russian Military Co- operation: Russian 
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development ("the Committee of the XXI century"). This formally non-
governmental organization established at the meeting of Jiang Zemin and B. N. 
Yeltsin in Moscow in April 1997, had given the task "to actively connect the 
general public and business circles of  two countries, primarily young people, 
to the strengthening sino-russian relations , in order to ensure the continuity of 
traditions of friendship” 7. 
 
Russian arms manufacturers, who, according to some reports, has launched 
the program for the development of relations with China, based, according to 
the expert, on the simple principle "to sell anyone almost anything"8. Formally 
Russia had control system for arms exports ( for example, the Commission for 
export control of Ministry of defense) and Ministry of foreign Affairs has 
always claimed that "military-technical cooperation with China is developing 
on the basis of full respect for the international commitments of Russia, and 
the interests of russian security" 9. In 2000, the Minister of foreign Affairs I. S. 
Ivanov claimed again that Russia provide China with defensive weapons only, 
adhering to the framework of international agreements 10. In practice, however, 
according to experts, "the defense Ministry and the Russian security services 
are unable to determine exactly what was sold out and what is not, especially 
in 1992 when, in the general opinion, almost everything was out control " 11. 
 
Another source having an influence on improving relations with China was 
represented by the State Duma. Here, especially in 1995-1999, the Communist 
party and its allies, as well as the International Affairs Committee had a great 
                                                        7 G.B. Karasin Russia and China ( International life,1997) , 16 8 P. Е. Felgenauer . Weapons for China and Russia's national security Russia in the world arms 
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political weight and positively influenced the sino-russian relationships . 
Although the Duma could not directly carry out the foreign policy activities, it 
put pressure on different channels: through meetings of its Chairman, member 
of the CPRF leadership, N. Seleznev with the President, hearings (hearings on 
issues related to China in the 90-s were conducted in the Duma twice), 
accommodation of candidates of ambassadors by the Committee on 
international Affairs, this right itself gives to the Committee a significant 
influence on the Foreign Ministry, and so on. Finally, the leader of the CPRF, 
A. Zyuganov only by noticing that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs shows lack 
of activities toward China, could prompt the latter to more decisive action in 
order to seize the initiative. 
 
The influence of the scientific community on the Chinese government's policy 
also should not be underestimated, although it was more not directly, but by 
creating a social atmosphere in the publications in the press, television, etc., 
However, the direct effect also took place. First, on the wave of 
democratization, some scientists came to politics. So, a longtime supporter of 
the Chinese reforms academician O. T. Bogomolov in 1993 was elected to the 
State Duma, where he held the post of Deputy Chairman of the Committee on 
foreign Affairs, A. G. Arbatov was a Deputy of the state Duma Committee on 
defense, a specialist on the Chinese economy C. S. Tsyplakov worked as head 
of Department for international cooperation and later as Deputy Director of 
the Parliamentary Centre of the Federation Council. Under the administration 
of the President from time to time were formed various advisory agencies with 
the participation of specialists in international relations. Finally, research 
institutes continued to compile information, sending it to the administration of 
the President, parliamentary committees and the government, conducted a 
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representatives of ministries and departments. 
 
At the same time, as the Russian government circles became more familiar 
with Chinese achievements the attitude to this country has changed. 
Here is the well-known statement of the head of the government apparatus, 
previously worked as a Deputy Prime Minister C. S. Babichev, who 
accompanied the Prime Minister C. S. Chernomyrdin during his visit to China 
in June 1997: "it's a shame that we, Russia, Russians, couldn’t make nothing 
like this during the same time and with  almost the same opportunities... of 
course, it is impossible for us now to overtake China ,but  probably we could 
develop equally …. We need at least 15 years to reach their current level". V. 
S.Babichev claimed that C. S. Chernomyrdin  also shared his opinion12.  
 
The leaders of some of the border regions, especially the Primorsky and 
Khabarovsk territories reperesented the main opposition group, which 
criticized Sino-russian border agreement (1991) and called for  the limitation 
of Chinese migration . Their influence was mainly conducted through personal 
meetings with leaders of the country, funding media campaigns, and through 
the Federation Council. 
 
Such their position led to the cancellation of the visa-free border-crossing 
regime in 1994, although in the border question they have not achieved 
complete success, but attracted the attention of the whole country. In addition, 
the influence of regional authorities during the B. N. Yeltsin presidency was 
so great that they had the opportunity to take some unilateral action regarding 
to the border regime. For example, the Governor of Khabarovsk C. I. Ishaev 
himself initiated the licensing of the Chinese ships sailing in the contiguous to                                                         12 D. Babich “«Catch up China is already impossible ». The people's Republic of China's economic 
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